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volunteered with our local Friends of Nevada 
County Military for many years, serving on its 
board and helping to pack monthly care pack-
ages for local service members deployed to 
Iraq and Afghanistan. In 2006, she helped 
found the Sierra Nevada Chapter of Blue Star 
Mothers of America and served as the organi-
zation’s first president that same year. 

It has been a great pleasure to work with 
Sue. I thank her for being someone I can al-
ways rely on and call for advice. Sue and her 
husband, Bruce, have been married 48 years, 
live in Alta Sierra and have 3 grown children 
and 5 grandchildren. In her ‘‘other’’ life, she 
loves to travel, hike the Sierra, mountain bike, 
and loves being with her family and friends. I 
wish Sue the best in her retirement, and I will 
always appreciate our talks. I thank Sue for 
her service to the people of Nevada County, 
she will be missed greatly. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF PROFESSOR AND 
AUTHOR, JACK E. FERNÁNDEZ 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 21, 2022 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of the life and contributions 
of Jack Eugene Fernandez, a Tampa native 
and true renaissance man, who passed away 
on July 31, 2022 at the age of 92. 

Jack was born and raised in Tampa by his 
parents, Jacinto Fernández and Matilda 
Fernández-Vila, along with his sister Anita 
Fernández DeMesa. He spent much of his 
childhood exploring and playing around Down-
town Tampa where his father owned a shoe 
repair shop. It was in his father’s store that 
Jack would eventually meet his beloved wife, 
Sylvia. 

Jack graduated from Hillsborough High 
School in 1947. From there, he went to the 
University of Florida and—all before the age of 
24—earned his Bachelors, Masters and PhD 
degrees in Organic Chemistry. Jack was later 
drafted by the Army and stationed at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, 
D.C., where he worked for the civilian Oper-
ations Research Office. Following his military 
service, Jack turned to academia. He moved 
to Durham, North Carolina to pursue a teach-
ing opportunity as well as a Damon Ruyon 
Grant to conduct cancer research at Duke 
University. He then worked as a research 
chemist at the Eastman Kodak company in 
Kingsport, Tennessee before deciding to move 
back to his hometown of Tampa with Sylvia 
and their 3 sons. 

Jack and his family returned to Tampa in 
1960 when instruction first began at the newly 
established University of South Florida. He 
worked as a chemistry professor with the USF 
charter faculty and sponsored over 20 grad-
uate students, published over 50 research arti-
cles in peer reviewed chemical journals and 
wrote 5 chemistry textbooks throughout his 
tenure. He even served abroad as a Fulbright 
Scholar in Madrid, Spain and Bogota, Colom-
bia. Over the course of his career with the 
University, Jack received 5 teaching awards, 
including the All University Teacher of the 
Year Award. 

Following his retirement from USF in 1995, 
Jack turned to his next career as a writer. 

Taking inspiration from his own experiences 
and the stories he heard growing up, Jack 
wrote Tampa-based novels, short stories and 
poems as well as columns for La Gaceta, 
Cigar City Magazine and the Tampa Tribune. 
His most acclaimed work was his novel, Café 
Con Leche, which tells the story of the multi- 
racial, multi-cultural community within Tampa’s 
historic Ybor City during the early 19th cen-
tury. 

Above all else, Jack loved his family. He is 
survived by his wife of 71 years, Sylvia, and 
his 3 sons and their wives: Jack and Anne, Al-
bert and Nancy, and Rudy and Meg. He is 
also survived by his 6 grandchildren and 6 
great grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of my neighbors 
in Tampa Bay and the citizens of Florida, I am 
proud to honor Jack Eugene Fernández for his 
lifelong commitment to service above self. As 
a veteran, scientist, teacher, writer and family 
man, Jack touched the lives of so many. All in 
our Tampa Bay community are eternally grate-
ful for the legacy he leaves behind and will 
continue to cherish his wonderful contributions 
to our home. 
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HONORING SPOKANE COUNTY 
SHERIFF OZZIE KNEZOVICH 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and con-
gratulate my longtime friend, Spokane Sheriff 
Ozzie Knezovich. At the end of December, 
Ozzie will retire from public service after serv-
ing more than 29 years in law enforcement, in-
cluding 16 years as Spokane County Sheriff. 

Sheriff Knezovich began this law enforce-
ment career as a patrol officer for the City of 
Olympia, WA, and the City of Rock Springs, 
WY, before joining the force in Spokane. Here, 
he rose through the ranks serving first as a 
Field Training Officer, then as a Property 
Crimes Detective, Sex Crimes Detective, 
SWAT Team Operator, SWAT Team Super-
visor, Patrol Supervisor, and later as a Train-
ing Supervisor, where he remained until he 
was elected as the top law enforcement officer 
of Spokane County in 2006. 

Sheriff Knezovich has faithfully served the 
people of Spokane County as Sheriff for the 
last 16 years, during which he earned the trust 
and confidence of our entire community. In his 
role as Sheriff, Ozzie oversees a vast law en-
forcement force of officers, who under his di-
rection, protect and serve nearly 546,040 Spo-
kane County residents across more than 
1,781 square miles. 

A devoted public servant dedicated to 
reaching out to the community and Spokane 
County youth, Sheriff Knezovich serves on 
several outreach boards including the United 
Way, Daybreak Youth Services, the Salvation 
Army, Frontier Behavioral Health, the Arc of 
Spokane, Boy Scouts of America, Community 
Service Team. He is also the Founding Board 
Member for the Spokane County Human 
Rights Task Force. 

Sheriff Knezovich is a true public servant 
who is always eager to make a difference. His 
long-held goal has been to provide effective 
and efficient law enforcement service while 

building strong and trusting relationships within 
the community. He has certainly achieved that 
goal and so much more. Sheriff Knezovich’ s 
dedication to and impact in Spokane County is 
seen far beyond the walls of the Sheriffs De-
partment, as he has proven himself to be a 
catalyst in improving the lives of Spokane 
County citizens. 

Having first been elected in 2004 myself, 
I’ve had the honor of working with Sheriff 
Kenezovich throughout his entire career. I’ve 
enjoyed the many projects we collaborated on 
to make Eastern Washington a safer place to 
live, work, and raise a family. He’s been a tre-
mendous partner, and he will be dearly 
missed by all those who had the pleasure of 
working with him. 

Madam Speaker, Sheriff Ozzie Knezovich 
has dedicated his entire adult life to public 
service. I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the dedication and selflessness dis-
played by Sheriff Knezovich for nearly three 
decades. While Sheriff Knezovich is deserving 
of far greater accolades from a grateful public, 
the United States House of Representatives 
extends our sincere appreciation and best 
wishes for a retirement of joy and peace. 
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CELEBRATING 240 YEARS OF THE 
MINGO CREEK PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

HON. GUY RESCHENTHALER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 21, 2022 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to recognize and congratulate the con-
gregation of The Mingo Creek Presbyterian 
Church for 240 years of service to God and 
their community in southwestern Pennsyl-
vania. 

As early as 1774, Scotch-Irish settlers of 
America’s first western frontier gathered at the 
site of Mingo Creek Presbyterian Church. 
Records show that the first official Christian 
worship services took place in 1782 and have 
continued uninterrupted to this day. The origi-
nal meeting house was used by The Mingo 
Creek Society, a group of dissidents involved 
in the protest against the federal whiskey ex-
cise tax beginning in 1794. The Mingo Creek 
log structure and the surrounding grounds 
served as ‘‘the cradle of the Whisky Rebel-
lion.’’ There, militia leaders met and plotted 
the first revolt to test our young republic. Major 
James McFarlane, a veteran of the American 
Revolution, was one of the few killed in the 
uprising and is among the rebel figures buried 
in the Mingo Cemetery. 

The Church’s first permanent pastor, Dr. 
Samuel Ralston, arrived as an Irish missionary 
in 1796 and served until 1837. His legacy was 
far-reaching, as his descendants remained ac-
tive in the Mingo Creek Church through the 
1960s. Throughout this time, the Church un-
derwent several changes. Mingo Creek began 
its Mission and community outwork in 1841, 
which are still critical ventures. Curved walls 
were added in 1903, while a manse and 
Christian education building were built in 1924 
and 1958, respectively. These changes al-
lowed the Church to welcome more inside its 
walls, including traveling dignitaries. Among 
those was President Harry S. Truman, who 
delivered a speech at the Church’s early 19th- 
century wooden pulpit. 
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Madam Speaker, the Mingo Creek Pres-

byterian Church’s story, is deeply rooted in our 
great Nation’s origins. The Church has stood 
as a testament of faith for 240 years, and its 
storied history has earned the religious institu-
tion a standing in the National Registry for 
Historic Places. I look forward to what the next 
chapter has in store for the congregation and 
community. 
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THANKING HUNTER LIPSCOMB 
FOR HIS DEDICATED SERVICE 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022 

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize one of my original staff members, 
Hunter Lipscomb, who started with me on my 
first campaign in 2010. I had just won my Re-
publican primary, and I was focusing on re-
cruiting and building my leadership team to 
take on a popular 10-term incumbent in the 
general election. Hunter was a graduate stu-
dent, writing on political topics for his univer-
sity paper and itching to get into a campaign 
fight to help win a Republican majority in the 
House of Representatives. 

As it turned out, Hunter and I had many 
common interests, including military service. I 
used to train with his older brother, Jamie, 
who was in the Army National Guard while I 
was in the Marine Corps Reserve. Hunter had 
dissected my campaign and helped craft a 
plan for the campaign’s final months that 
worked against all odds. We won. 

Hunter served in various roles—he helped 
the transition. set up the office, and worked as 
a legislative aid and communications director 
before returning to the district to serve as my 
District Director/Deputy Chief of Staff. We put 
south Mississippians first. 

In 2017, I asked Hunter to serve as my 
Chief of Staff in Washington, D.C. During his 
time as my Chief of Staff; Hunter focused on 
communicating with constituents and working 
on policy matters that impact the district. Al-
ways looking through the lens of how a policy 
might affect Mississippians, Hunter maneu-
vered our office to lead on keeping flood insur-
ance available and affordable and making the 
Mississippi Sound whole from freshwater intru-
sion. 

Hunter took a particular interest in aligning 
and maximizing the needs of Mississippi’s fed-
eral assets, including the Stennis Space Cen-
ter, our military installations, and shipbuilding 
capacity. He also focused on ensuring these 
entities received the federal appropriations 
and policy support to remain competitive and 
vibrant. 

Most importantly, Hunter was responsive to 
constituent groups and elected officials, serv-
ing as their advocate on whatever issue they 
might bring, treating it as a top priority of the 
office, and more times than not, being suc-
cessful on their behalf. 

I appreciate Hunter’s tireless energy in 
working to make my office successful. I am 
proud of our time together and our enduring 
friendship. I thank Hunter for his 8 years of 
dedicated service to Mississippi’s 4th Con-
gressional District. 

Always Ready, Always There. 

HONORING THE CAREER AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF ARTS ADVO-
CATE, JUDY LISI 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of the career and contribu-
tions of Judy Lisi, a fierce leader in the Tampa 
arts community. After 30 years serving as 
CEO and President of Tampa’s David A. 
Straz, Jr. Center for the Performing Arts, the 
largest performing arts hall in the South-
eastern United States, I congratulate and 
thank Judy for the incredible impact she has 
had on Tampa’s cultural landscape. 

Judy began her career with the Straz Center 
in 1992, just 5 years after the venue first 
opened its doors in downtown Tampa. She 
took on the opportunity to lead the performing 
arts center as she saw the great potential it 
held in advancing Tampa’s arts scene and 
bringing together a community. Before her ar-
rival in Tampa, Judy worked at the Shuber 
Theater in New Haven, Connecticut, just 2 
hours away from New York City’s Broadway 
stages. A Juilliard-trained soprano, Judy was 
able to apply her expertise and experience to-
wards her ambitions for the Straz Center. 
Within her first year as President and CEO, 
Judy brought in a 20 percent increase in at-
tendance at the venue, and her passion and 
determination led to continued growth from 
there. Throughout her tenure, she doubled the 
venue’s number of stages, founded the Opera 
Tampa company and led production for origi-
nal plays, including the musical ‘‘Wonderland,’’ 
which made its way from Tampa to Broadway. 
Outside of theater, Judy grew the Straz’s pro-
gram offerings to include countless standup 
comedians and musicians over the years. 
From Tito Puente to Taylor Swift, Judy 
brought in a variety of performers to dem-
onstrate the constant evolution of art and to 
share that excitement with so many members 
of our community. Judy also oversaw the cre-
ation of the Straz’s Patel Conservatory, a per-
forming arts training institution that offers op-
portunities for all ages and interests. The con-
servatory provides a safe space where stu-
dents can receive various forms of performing 
arts education and encouragement to pursue 
their own artistic interests. 

Judy’s work has not only contributed to-
wards people’s engagement with the Straz 
Center, but with downtown Tampa. Today our 
neighbors can see a show at the Straz Center, 
stroll along the riverwalk or view the most re-
cent exhibit at the Tampa Museum of Art, 
among many other landmarks. It is because of 
the determination and commitment of leaders 
like Judy that our community is able to take 
full advantage of Tampa’s culture and history. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of my neighbors 
in Tampa Bay and the citizens of Florida, I am 
proud to honor Judy Lisi for her dedication to 
arts education. We are immensely grateful for 
her leadership and service and wish her all 
the best in her retirement. Judy’s legacy will 
be appreciated by and inspire many in the arts 
community, from Tampa to Broadway, for 
years to come. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF CARMEN H. PEREZ 

HON. FRANK J. MRVAN 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 21, 2022 

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, it is with 
deep sadness and the utmost respect that I 
take this time to remember one of Indiana’s 
most distinguished citizens, Carmen H. Perez, 
beloved mother, grandmother, and educator of 
over 45 years. On Friday, December 16, 2022, 
Carmen passed away at the age of 89. She 
will be greatly missed by her family, friends, 
students, and the many people whose lives 
she influenced. 

Carmen H. Perez was a lifelong educator 
and taught at several school corporations 
throughout the region, including the Gary 
Community School Corporation, where she 
spent much of her career. Carmen’s passion 
for the principles of early childhood develop-
ment and inclusion led her to start the first bi-
lingual preschool education program in the 
state of Indiana. In 2004, Carmen was pre-
sented with the Spirit of Justice Award by the 
Indiana Civil Rights Commission, its highest 
honor, for her work dedicated to improving the 
integration and success of Latino students. 
Her true devotion to helping children and 
young adults succeed will continue to serve as 
an inspiration to us all. 

In addition to her outstanding career, Car-
men also had a passion for advocacy and civil 
service. She participated in the 1969 White 
House Conference on Food, Health, and Nutri-
tion, and served as a delegate to both the 
1970 White House Conference on Children 
and the 1971 NATO International Conference 
on Cities. In 1986, Carmen was invited by the 
United States Department of State to the For-
eign Policy Conference for Leaders of National 
Minority and Women’s Organizations. For her 
humble and unwavering civil service, Carmen 
is worthy of our praise and gratitude. 

Carmen H. Perez is survived by her loving 
daughter, Nina, grandson, Michael (Hannah), 
best friend, Rose, and in March 2023, great- 
grandson, David. She will also be remem-
bered by numerous friends, neighbors, and 
students for her truly outstanding contributions 
to her community and throughout the Nation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in hon-
oring and remembering Carmen H. Perez for 
her lifelong commitment to education and civil 
service. For her truly meaningful career and 
her devotion to so many virtuous causes, Car-
men leaves a legacy that is worthy of the 
highest praise. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF VETERAN AND 
TIRELESS TRIAL LAWYER, JIM 
CLARK 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 21, 2022 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in honor of the life and contributions 
of James ‘‘Jim’’ W. Clark, a veteran and tire-
less trial lawyer of over 50 years, who passed 
away on July 30, 2022 at the age of 77. 
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